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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ENRG, NI, PINR 

SUBJECT: RUMORED RETIREMENT OF PETROLEUM AND ENERGY PERMSEC 
REF: (A) LAGOS 772 (B) LAGOS 779 

1 . EMBASSY HAS NOW HEARD FROM OTHER SOURCES THAT PERMSEC OF PET- 
ROT ,F.M AND ENERGY SUNDAY B AWONIYI DEFINITELY PLANS TO RETIRE 

IN AUGUST OR SEPTEMBER WHEN HE REACHES AGE 45, AND IS TRYING TO GO ON 
LEAVE BEFORE THEN. NO SUMCESSOR HAS BEEN FOUND YET. 

2. AWONIYI IS APPARENTLY UNHAPPY WITH THE PRESENT REGIME AND WANTS 
TO DISASSOCIATE HIMSELF FROM IT AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE. HE WAS 
REPORTEDLY ASKED TO STAY ON AND SERVE HIS COUNTRY BY CHIEF OF STAFF 
OBASANJO, BUT DECLARED HE WOULD RATHER RETIRE THAN BE SACKED. IF IN 
FACT AWONIYI DOES DISAGREE WITH FMG POLICIES ON OIL MATTERS (FOR 
EXAMPLE OBASANJO'S COMMENTS IN IBADAN ABOUT USING OIL AS A POLITICAL 
WEAPON REPORTED REFTEL (B), THEN HE PROBABLY ALSO FEELS UNCOM- 
FORTABLE WORKING UNDER COMMISSIONER OF PETROLEUM AND ENERGEY 
DR. M.T. O. AKOBO. AKOBO OWES HIS JOB 

TO HAVING BEEN OBASANJT'S PERSONAL PHYSICIAN WHEN THE LATTER 
COMMANDED THE THIRD ARMY DIVISION IN PORT HARCOURT DURING 
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POLICY PRETTY CLOSELY. AWONIYI, ON THE OTHER HAND, HAS A 
REPUTATION AMONG THE OIL COMPANIES AS BEING REASONABLE MODERATE 
AND WILLING TO I EARN. 
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